
From Forgiveness to Restoration

A place to begin!  A place to be healed!  A place to rejoice!

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”  Ephesians 2:10

When I bowed my head at my kitchen table in 1978 and in a simple childlike prayer softly whispered these words, “God!  Can you help me, because I have made a mess of my life and I want to be a better wife and mother but I don’t know how to be these things,” I had no idea in that moment that God was doing an incredible thing for me.  I emphasize for me, because, you see, God was doing something for me that I had NO POWER to do for myself.  God was forgiving my sins!  I remember being asked by the woman who was telling me about God if I knew I was a sinner.  I answered her honestly that I didn’t really know what that word meant, but I do remember thinking that it didn’t sound good.  I told her that I knew I had done wrong in my life.  In fact, the wrongs that I had done over the years had piled up and were weighing heavily on me, and I couldn’t seem to be free of them no matter how hard I tried to be good.  I always fell short.  I remember her pointing to me after I had made that confession and exclaiming, “That’s it!  Now pray in your own words to God.” 
God was forgiving my sins!  You may have been expecting me to say something more dynamic - something more sensational.  And there were dynamic and miraculous things that would happen in my life in the days and years to come.  But it all started with this simple but profound pivotal point of receiving forgiveness.   You might say to me, “I know about all that.  I’ve heard from the time I was little that God forgives our sins.  Isn’t that what He’s supposed to do?”  But do you?  I mean, do you really know and live in the freedom of what forgiveness really means?  Does it show in your life, and is the effects of that forgiveness evident to others?

In this booklet, I want to share with you some key truths that will enable you to experience the freedom of God’s forgiveness.  The Bible says that only God can forgive sins.  And that means that He is the only one who has the POWER to wash away the effects of your shortcomings, mishaps, regrets, and wasted years and help you start over.  Only God has that power and He wants you to experience it today as I did so many years ago!  

The Power of God’s Forgiveness

In the book of Mark, Chapter 2, verses 1 through 12, a scene takes place concerning a paralytic that was brought to Jesus.  When Jesus saw the faith of the men who brought him (because the crowd was so great, they had lowered him through the roof of the house where Jesus was teaching), He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees thought to themselves.  “Why does this fellow talk like that?  He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  Jesus knew right away what they were thinking.  “Why are you thinking these things?”  He says.  Which is easier: to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven, or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk?  But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins...” He said to the paralytic, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all.

And Outward Sign of an Inward Work

I want to propose to you that Jesus proved the reality of his authority to forgive sins by providing an outward, visible sign of healing as displayed in the above account of the healing of the paralytic.

After I prayed at my kitchen table that day, a most incredible thing happened to me.  All the pain and guilt caused by years of wrong choices was instantly gone, and all the sadness of the abuses done to me instantly lifted.  I didn’t understand exactly what had happened but I knew something had happened.  My shoulders felt light as a feather and a joy that I had not experienced in a long, long time rose up within me.  I was free!

I took a shower right after that and realized that I was clean on the inside as well as on the outside.  My innocence was restored.  How can this be?  I remember thinking.  And my eyes!  I looked in the mirror and saw that my eyes had changed. They were no longer sad - the eyes mirror the soul, you know.  This was truly a visible sign of an inward miracle.  

I could say to you, “Your sins are forgiven.”  But I have no authority to forgive sins; no power to change what’s inside of you; no power to cleanse you. Only Jesus has the authority to do these things.  Only He has the power to change your heart.  The Bible says that when Christ hung on the Cross and was crucified, He took your sins and mine upon Himself.  When He rose from the dead, His resurrection proved His power over sin and death.  Therefore, God has given Him the legal right and the ability to forgive us our sins.  God can take all the hurts, the pain, the guilt, and remove them, INSTANTLY!  He can heal you from the effects of sin and restore you.  And, it will show!  Inside and out!  You will never be the same!

The Bible says in Isaiah Chapter 53, verse 4, “Yet it was our grief He bore, our sorrows that weighed Him down.  And we thought His troubles were a punishment from God, for His own sins!” But He was wounded and bruised for our sins.  He was chastised that we might have peace, He was lashed - and we were healed!  We are the ones who strayed away like sheep!  We who left God’s paths to follow our own.  Yet God laid on Him, the guilt and sins of every one of us!” 

That’s the power of forgiveness.  Because of what He did, He can wipe the slate clean for you.  He can give you a second chance in life.  He did that for me when I trustingly and timidly bowed my head at my kitchen table that momentus day in 1978.  What He went through can heal the effects of sin and bring restoration to your life - from the inside out!

God Will Bring Restoration to Your Life

The word restoration has several meanings.  It means:  bringing back to a former or normal, balanced condition.  It also means:  recovery, to establish again, to rehabilitate, or to improve, and it also means to compensate for.

Ephesians Chapter 2, verse 10 in the Bible says, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

You see, what God wants to do with us is something like restoring fine antique furniture.  I love antique furniture and have quite a few pieces myself, some over 200 years old.  Antique furniture is considered very valuable, but if it is not taken care of, the outward appearance will show this lack of care and it will loose its value.  I happen to own a lovely buffet that was abused by its previous owner.  When I first saw the piece, I was appalled at how the owner had treated it and I tried not to show my surprise.  It was such a beautiful piece!  The owner told me how once she accidentally locked one of the doors in the buffet and couldn’t find the key to open it, so she pried it open with a screwdriver.  You could see gouges around the door.  She had piled dishes and junk in it and on top of it, so there were scratches everywhere.  I couldn’t understand how she could treat such a lovely piece of valuable furniture so carelessly.  I was indeed mortified!   

But, I could see what the buffet could be, if I bought it, took it home with me, and cleaned it, repaired it, oiled it, put a coat of scratch cover on it and polished the handles.  So I bought it, took it home and lovingly and meticulously worked with it until I got it as close as possible to its original beauty.  I even took a toothbrush and cleaned out all the intricate carvings.  That’s what God wants to do with you and me!  Life can put gouges around the door of our hearts and our sins can pile up just like the junk this lady piled up in and on the buffet.  But you were so valuable to Him that He was willing to pay the ultimate price to get you back - His very own life!  You were worth it to Him.  And after He bought you, just like the antique I bought, His plan was to bring you home to His heart, clean you up, repair you, oil you with His Holy Spirit, cover you with His righteousness, and polish you up so that you would shine with the light of Himself.  

He didn’t want you to loose your uniqueness, though.  Just as I wanted the antique to retain its unique characteristics that made it rare and costly so, too, God wants you to retain your uniqueness.  That’s what gave the antique its beauty - it was rare, one of a kind.  You are, too!  You are rare! You are one of a kind and no one can replace you.  But even though it was a rare piece, I needed to restore the antique back to its former or normal, balanced condition so that it could fulfill its purpose.  God wants to restore you so that you can fulfill your purpose and destiny in life.  Now, the buffet is in my foyer.  It is home and it is happy, and it is being used for its purpose.  I get a lot of complements on this buffet.  People say how beautiful it is.  When I first brought it home, I found something amazing inside one of the drawers.  Affixed in the upper left-hand drawer was a metal plate that said, 

FURNITURE HALL OF FAME

AWARD OF MERIT

Wm E. Miller Furniture Co.

This buffet was truly a one-of-a-kind piece!  A special treasure!  The book of Hebrews, Chapter 11, which is often called Faith’s Hall of Fame, lists many, many saints, people like you and me, that have gone on before us who overcame tremendous odds in life to do amazing things with the help of God.  I want you to be in God’s HALL OF FAME.  I want you to receive the AWARD OF MERIT that is yours through Jesus Christ!  

You Were Restored for a Purpose 

Again, Ephesians Chapter 2, verse 10 says, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

You see, sin mars God’s workmanship as I have explained with the antique story above.  Sin mars God’s original intention for man.  But what does sin mean?  According to my studies, sin simply means to miss the mark and so not share in the prize.  Sin keeps us from reaching God’s best for us.  Sin keeps us from reaching our full potential.  God does have better for us but ‘stuff’ we’ve gone through and how we’ve responded to that ‘stuff’ gets in the way.  Sin keeps us from the help of God.  Sin keeps us from a personal relationship with God. 

Here are some effects of sin that you may be wrestling with:

guilt 

condemnation 

oppression

depression

loneliness

feelings of unworthiness 

striving to be good enough

striving to be accepted 

physical problems

attitude problems

and regret

I believe regret is one of the most insidious effects of sin.  Regret means a feeling of sorrow for a fault or wrongdoing.  It’s okay to feel regret but it’s not okay to live in it.  When we live in regret, it then becomes crippling.  It keeps us from reaching our full potential.  As I have already stated in Isaiah chapter 53, verse 4, Jesus not only bore our sorrows for us but He carried them away from us when we believe what He has done in His death, burial and resurrection.  You see, living in regret stems from the belief that because you have missed the mark, there is no hope of sharing in the prize - there is no hope of being able to start over.  You live in what could have been.  But this is a lie - this is not so!  God did not send Jesus for the ones who always get it right, but He sent Him to those who need a physician.  What do physicians do?  They try to bring the body back to a former or normal, balanced condition.  Right?  Is Jesus the great physician?  Yes, He Is!  Is He the ultimate physician?  You better believe it!  Not just of the body, but of the soul, too?  Yes, He is!  Amen!

But I have good news for you!  God wants to restore you for a purpose.  Like the antique I bought, which was restored to it’s original purpose, not to just sit there and look pretty and to occupy space, but to be used properly and to be taken care of.  God not only restores you but He takes care of you.  He maintains what He creates.  See, you have a special work to do for God.  You have been handpicked by Him.  He knew what He was getting when He chose you.  He is not surprised by you or your past.  Yes, consequences come from our missing the mark.  Some consequences we will have to live with for the rest of our lives, but even in that, God has an answer.  God’s plan was not only to restore man to his original former or normal, balanced condition but He also had in mind a plan of ‘good’ works that we were going to be involved in.  Because of our past mistakes or our present situations, we can be unaware that God sees beyond these things and is busy working them out to fit into a plan and purpose.  The Bible says in Romans Chapter 8, verse 28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose.”  All the bad stuff, all the wrong choices, all the wasted years; God can weave them into a beautiful handiwork of purpose.  How?  I don’t know exactly how He is going do it in your life, but nevertheless, He promises to do this.  I know He has done it in mine and He can do it in yours!   

I have more good news for you!  He reverses the curse placed upon you by the sin that took place in your life.  In fact, one of the meanings of the word to forgive is:  reversal.  Forgiveness also means:  separation.  You see, just as our sin separates us from God because He is a holy God, sin is separated from us by Jesus when we receive His forgiveness and what He did when He died on the cross and rose again.  He separates the sin from us and carries it away.  No longer do we have to live in regret.  No longer do we have to let our past keep us from winning.  I want to win in this life and receive the prize God is talking about.  I know you yearn for that, also!  As we trust Him and His truth about this, He will bring compensation for all we’ve been through.  Compensation also means:  to balance.  Yes, there it is again - His desire to restore us to a former or normal, balanced condition.  Need I say more?  There are promises in the Bible where God says He will give us a ‘double recompense’ or a double compensation for our troubles.  That will balance things out for sure, don’t you think?  No longer do you have to miss the mark and lose the prize.    

And what is this prize God is promising us?  Listen!  It is a section, an allotment, a share, a portion, ‘a piece of the action,’ so to speak, of the good work God had planned for you all along.  God has reserved for you ‘a piece of the action’ in this life that can turn your regret or disappointment at how things have turned out for you into expectation as you trust Him to work all things together for your good.  For instance, I have been through a lot of painful situations in my life and at one time I did not think I was going to make it, but God is using everything I’ve been through to identify with others pain and to share the resurrection power of Jesus.  I am able to share wisdom truths that I have learned through my suffering and pass them on to others.  And I tell you, it is all very exciting, indeed.  I don’t know how He is going to do this in your life, but He will.  This is His promise.  He knows how to do it.  He is God!  He just wants you to believe it!  He wants you to look for it!  He wants you to expect it!

********

His power to forgive you, restore you, and give you purpose for your future is ever present.  Even now as you read this, He is present.  He is a willing God.  He loves you so much.  The Bible says in John chapter 3, verse 16, “...that He so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever would believe in Him would not perish but have everlasting life.”  If you want to experience the power of His forgiveness like I did and all that will flow from it, you can pray for this right now.  You can say something like this:

“God, I have made a mess of my life and I don’t know how to fix it.  In fact, I can’t and I am tired of trying.  Please come into my life, take the weight of all that I have done wrong from me, and cleanse me.  I want to be free of all the burdens I have been carrying.  I want to experience peace.  I ask you to work things out in my life together for good and show me your purpose for me.  I also ask you to heal me of any physical and mental problems that may have been caused by sin.  Amen.”

If You Have Prayed This Prayer:

1.  The first thing I would encourage you to do is to tell someone.  This is an important and exciting step. In Romans Chapter 10, verse 9 in the Bible it says, “...if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”  Sharing what happened to you will increase and strengthen your faith.

2.  The next thing I would encourage you to do is to find a local Bible believing church.  It is important that you fellowship with others who are likeminded.  The local church is a place where you can learn more about God and His wonderful plan He has for you.  You now belong to Him and He wants to unfold this plan to you.

3.  While you are looking for a church, (ask God to help you find one) start reading the Bible. The Bible is like God’s love letter to you.  Get a translation that is easy to read and ask God to help you understand it.  You can start in the Gospels in the New Testament or in the Psalms if you need encouragement right away.

God bless you on your new journey with Jesus Christ!
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